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Mr. Speaker, I urge strong support for this

legislation. It is responsible, it addresses a se-
rious local need, it fulfills expressed goals of
both the 104th Congress and the administra-
tion, but most importantly—it makes sense.
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RETIREMENT OF KANSAS CITY
POLICE CHIEF STEVEN BISHOP

HON. KAREN McCARTHY
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 9, 1995

Ms. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Steven Bishop, who is retiring
on December 1, 1995 after serving a distin-
guished 25 years with the Kansas City, MO
Police Department, the last 5 years as chief of
police.

Throughout his tenure, Chief Bishop has
demonstrated an admirable willingness to face
the toughest issues. Shortly after taking office,
Chief Bishop appointed a task force of Police
commanders, clergy and community leaders to
study ways in which officers could better com-
municate and work with citizens to deter
crime. A community policing force eventually
was established, partnering neighbors with of-
ficers throughout our community.

His ongoing pursuit to build a safer commu-
nity is further evidenced by his work on the
Governor’s Commission on Crime and the
President’s Committee on Drug-Free Schools.
These and other anti-crime efforts have
earned him national recognition. Among Chief
Bishop’s honors was a special appearance at
President Clinton’s State of the Union Address
earlier this year at which the President paid
tribute to him for his outstanding efforts and
leadership.

Chief Bishop’s interest in law enforcement
began well before his days as police chief. In
1970, 3 years after leaving the Marine Corps
as a Vietnam veterans, Bishop graduated from
Central Missouri State University with a de-
gree in police administration.

While serving as a police officer, Bishop
continued to develop his skills and abilities by
earning a master’s degree in personnel man-
agement from Central Michigan University and
attending numerous training conferences and
seminars. Over the years, he participated in
the sergeants supervisory leadership course,
the officer survival seminar, the national hos-
tage negotiations seminar, the national orga-
nized crime training seminar, and the 147th
session of the F.B.I. National Academy.

Not surprisingly, Bishop’s impressive apti-
tude and positive attitude soon won him re-
spect and promotions. He advanced to the
rank of sergeant in 1975, captain in 1980,
major in 1987, lieutenant colonel in 1989, and
chief of police in 1990. He was only 43 years
old when he was sworn in to head the depart-
ment on June 14, 1990.

Chief Bishop’s list of accolades includes
being named the Ad Hoc Police Officer of the
Year in 1988 for his efforts to fight drugs on
the City’s East Side, and the ABC News ‘‘Per-
son of the Week’’ for his work to foster better
relations between the police and the commu-
nity

In light of his 25 years of outstanding serv-
ice to the Kansas City Police Department and
the people of Kansas City, I know that my col-
leagues in the House join with me in honoring

Steven Bishop. We certainly wish Chief Bish-
op all the best in his future endeavors. His
leadership will be sorely missed in my district.
Thanks, Chief.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
rise to acknowledge the excellent work, and
important efforts, against drug abuse that the
annual Red Ribbon Drug Awareness Cam-
paign represents across America, each and
every year around this time.

The work that the many community organi-
zations, and groups are doing as part of this
annual drug awareness program and the im-
portance of the educational message of a
drug-free society, especially for our young
people, is vital in this day and age of rising
drug use.

A recent University of Michigan study on the
latest alarming rise in drug use, especially
among the young, made it clear that each new
generation must learn the hard lessons of
drug abuse. That learning can and must be
accelerated through valuable drug awareness
programs.

These programs, and efforts like the Red
Ribbon Awareness effort, help provide the op-
portunities for those hard and costly lessons to
be learned by each new generation before it’s
too late, and our young are on the road to ad-
diction and ruin.

In March of this year, former First Lady
Nancy Reagan, famous for her own well rec-
ognized and effective, just say no, drug edu-
cational efforts, testified before our House
Committee on Government Reform and Over-
sight, in which she said, ‘‘After great strides
that were made just a few years back, I’m
worried that this Nation is forgetting how en-
dangered our children are by drugs.’’

Let us together not permit America to forget
that drug prevention, through education of our
young, is critical to avoiding devastating long-
term costs and damage from drug abuse by
our children and future generations.

It was gratifying to note that President Clin-
ton announced that there will be a teenage
drug use White House conference in January
to address the alarming rise in youth drug use.

Our young people, I know, will surely benefit
from the valuable learning and awareness
from these efforts of Red Ribbon Week, such
as that of the Orange County Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse Council, and other important pro-
grams throughout the mid-Hudson region of
New York State.
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Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
homage to Margaret Ross, who on August 31,
1995, ended her 32-year career with the New

York City Board of Education. She is an indi-
vidual who selflessly dedicated her life to chil-
dren and parents. Throughout her professional
career as a social worker, supervisor, and ad-
ministrator she has been viewed by all whose
lives she has touched as a knowledgeable,
fair, and caring person. Margaret Ross is an
outstanding citizen and deserves to be recog-
nized as a great ‘‘point-of-light’’ for all Ameri-
cans.

This longtime resident of Crown Heights,
NY, in central Brooklyn, Ms. Ross is involved
in many activities that contribute to the better-
ment of the community. She is a current mem-
ber and past president of the Sterling Place
Civic Association; a member of the Sterling
Community Revitalization Corp.; a member of
the Medgar Evers College Community Coun-
cil; a member of the Brooklyn Women’s Politi-
cal Caucus; executive member of Thurgood
Marshall Democratic Club; and an elected offi-
cial of the Democratic Party serving as State
committeewoman of the 43d assembly district.
Ms. Ross serves as an executive member of
the Coalition for Community Empowerment
which was founded by Congressman MAJOR
OWENS and is the leading policy setting orga-
nization for the African-American community in
Brooklyn.

Margaret Ross’ dedication transcends pro-
fessional, personal, and religious domains.
Realizing her knowledge, skill, and compas-
sion early in life, Ms. Ross utilized her talent
to empathize with people in need. Upon grad-
uating from undergraduate school, she worked
as a caseworker in the Department of Welfare.
For a short time thereafter, Margaret Ross
worked as a psychiatric social worker in Kings
County Hospital and then joined the Bureau of
Child Guidance of the New York City Board of
Education. Subsequently, she became a su-
pervisor of school social workers and 6 years
ago, chairperson of the committee on special
education in district 13.

In an effort to embrace her fellow profes-
sionals and to further develop her craft, Mar-
garet Ross is also an active member of the
National Association of Social Workers. Cur-
rently, she serves on the executive committee
of the political action committee. Margaret
Ross joined Delta Sigma Theta Sorority at
Morgan State University and has continued
her affiliation with the Brooklyn alumnae chap-
ter to the present day. She currently serves on
the social action committee of the Brooklyn
chapter.

Ms. Ross began her service to her commu-
nity and church early in life. She patterned
herself after her mother, Alice Debnam, who
was a prominent member of Concord Baptist
Church. Widowed in her early 1940’s, Mrs.
Debnam kept Margaret and her two sisters
centered with strong religious values and an
emphasis on education and a work ethic. After
attending Public School 44 and Girls High
School in Brooklyn, Margaret Ross received
her bachelor of arts degree from Morgan State
University. This led her to Howard University
where she received a master of social work
degree. Subsequently, she attended Brooklyn
College for a master’s degree in administration
and supervision. Margaret Ross is married to
Kenneth Ross of Trinidad and Tobago; and
they have one daughter, Joann. Ms. Ross is
the aunt of Assemblyman Roger Green. Along
with her sisters Theopia Green and Ruth


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-16T14:27:59-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




